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Libretto by David Johnston
Based on the one-act play by David Johnston
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Instrumentation

Clarinet in Bb (doubling Bb Bass Clarinet)
Piano

Electric Guitar (doubling Acoustic Guitar)
Violin

Cello

Double Bass

Percussion (one player):

drumset (bass drum; hi-hat; ride, crash, splash, china, sizzle cymbals; snare drum; mounted tom; floor tom)
2 woodblocks, triangle, finger cymbals, shaker, tambourine, bell tree, mark tree, glockenspiel, small concert bass drum



Setting. The present. New York City. A Saturday night, around S PM. Interrogation room at a
police station in Queens. A long table in the center of the room with a pitcher of water, and a few
glasses. Slowly rotating ceiling fan. Frosted glass windows on the doors, which look out onto empty
corridors. The door windows are not clean, and will never be clean. An occasional shadow hurries
past. There is a feeling of shabbiness, dinginess, of temporary walls that have been in place for
twenty years.

It's midsummer in Queens, near Long Island City - dog days, late July/early August. The air is hot
and heavy. The AC in this old City building is poor and the ceiling fan is the only circulation.

There is a coffee maker on top of a banged-up standard-sized file cabinet off to the side.
Styrofoam cups. Very old looking can of nondairy powdered coffee creamer, sweeteners and
stirrers in another cup. There are a few old office chairs, with hard swivel backs and squeaky
wheels. The institutional lighting is harsh and overhead, and the room still feels shadowy. The
bottom of the table is dotted with gum. The floor has been spit on a million times.

There is a handsome man. He is well dressed in a casual suit with a light summer sport coat.
Nice, but not too expensive. His build is slight. In easier moments, he is engaging and open. At

this particular moment, he is visibly anxious and upset. His name is JB Williams. He is standing,
and speaks to an unseen person, a policeman or detective.

Notation and Performance Notes

Scoreisin C
Guitar and Double Bass sound one octave lower than written.
Glockenspiel sounds two octaves higher than written.
Bass Clarinet is notated at pitch in the score and with the usual treble clef transposition in the part.

Accidentals follow conventional rules, applying to notes within the same measure at the same octave.
Mixed meter: the eighth note stays constant unless otherwise indicated.

Amplification of the voice is not necessary but may be helpful in certain performance situations -
particularly in concert settings when the ensemble shares the stage with the vocalist.

The guitar doubling instrument should be a true acoustic guitar.

Duration: 45 minutes
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[Apparently the answer is no.]
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[His hands flutter. Slowly his balance

shifts as his weight moves onto
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15. FINAL PLEA

[He's crouched on his knees, hands on head.]
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[JB is quiet now, hushed - and terrified.]
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It was-n't him. It was-n't. She tr1cked me.

But not my Jo - ey.
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