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The original version of BEFORE BREAKFAST premiered on October 9, 1980 at the New York City Opera.
Marilyn Zschau sang Charlotte in a production conducted by Imre Pallo and directed by Frank Corsaro.

The 2006 revised version was premiered in Dallas by Voices of Change on january 7, 2007 with Lauren
Flanigan as Charlotte, conducted by Joseph Iliick.

SCENE

A small room serving both as kitchen and dining room in a flat on Christopher Street, New York City. In the
rear, to the right, a door leading to the outer hallway. On the left of the doorway, a sink and a two-burner
gas stove. Over the stove, and extending to the left wall, a wooden closet for dishes, etc. On the left, two
windows looking out on a fire escape where several potted plants are dying of neglect. Before the windows,
a table covered with oilcloth. Two cane-bottomed chairs are placed by the table. In the right wall, rear, a
doorway leading into a bedroom.

Duration: c. 40 minutes

The rights to this opera in whole or in part, including but not limited to radio, television, motion picture,
stage, digital media, mechanical or digital reproduction or streaming, translation, printing, renting, or
selling, are reserved.

License to perform this work, in whole or in part, must be obtained in writing from Theodore Presser
Company. Terms will be quoted upon request.

Orchestral materials are available on rental. The use of any copies, including orchestrations other than
those issued by the publisher, is not permitted.
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[A ray of sunlight brightens the window.]
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[She knocks over a pot from the stove.]
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[Finds the letter and reads it.]
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[She goes to the victrola, takes a record from its paper jacket and puts it on.]
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[She takes his jacket and holds it against herself. She cries and hugs the jacket tighter.]
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[CHARLOTTE picks up the little doll and slowly begins to manipulate its legs in a waltz tempo.]
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